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Police stand by as banner-waving demonstrators attempt to demolish barricades 


Travellers stage protest 
over eviction operation 



DIGGING OUT: Above and right, protesters demonstrate at the 
camp while everyone helps with the digging, including the kids 


By Deanne Blaylock 

TRAVELLERS staged an 
emotional demonstration 
at Hovefields Drive in 
Wickford on Saturday to 
vent their anger and frus- 
tration against eviction 
action taken by Basildon 
District Council. 

People living at the camp are 
still fuming over a cleamup and 
eviction operation last month 
when more than 50 police and 
bailiffs swooped on to the land 
and seized control of four un- 
occupied plots. 

At Saturday's protest, campaign- 
ers waved anti-eviction banners 
and started demolishing earth bar- 
ricades put in place by the council 
to prevent further incursions. 

Travellers claim the evictions so 
far have had very serious con- 
sequences for them and their chil- 
dren. 

Spokesman Richard Sheridan said: 
“Basildon co’-nojl hroke the law 
when they evicted families from their 
own property- We’ve now got kids 
being deprived of education, deprived 
of GPs. 

“We were just showing the council 
that their actions were the wrong de- 
cision. Legally it is their duty to 
provide housing. They haven't 
provided anything. They have broken 
the law and wasted taxpayers’ money.” 

Council leader Malcolm Buckley 
said the authority was ‘sufficiently 
concerned’ by their actions to send an 


officer accompanied by police to the 
site, but described the travellers’ 
protest as a token effort. 

He said: “It seemed they were ba- 
sically there to make a protest rather 
than make any serious attempt to 
break the law at the moment. 

“From what I understand, a couple 
turned up with spades and turned 
over a couple of handfuls of earth, 
then went away.” 

But the council is now seeking a 
court injunction to stop travellers 
re-occupying the plots over Easter. 

Cllr Buckley said: “We have used 
injunctions on other sites around the 

“They haven’t provided 
anything. We’ve now 
got kids being deprived 
of education, deprived 
of GPs” 


district and the landowners have 
been sufficiently wise about obeying 
them. If we are successful in our 
application, I wouldn’t expect them to 
go out and break the law.” 

Cllr Buckley also said the council 
will deal with any homeless applic- 
ation: “We do have a legal obligation 
to house anybody who is statutorily 
homeless, but not in a caravan in a 
field, and not for those who were 
found to be intentionally homeless.” 

The demonstration on Saturday 
came just a few days before the result 
of a judicial review being sought by 
remaining travellers at the site. The 
review decision is expected today 
(Wednesday). 



